Focus to Flourish

Five Actions to Accelerate Progress in Learning
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There has been tremendous progress toward
ensuring that every child has access to school

—and now that most children are in school,

the focus must shift to ensuring universal learning,
which requires fundamental changes.
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The world has longstanding commitments to universal education—
which is necessary for a child’s dignity, self-worth,

and freedom to define their own destiny
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in dignity, to participate fully in development,
to improve the quality of their lives, to make
informed decisions, and to continue learning. 1,
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There are two paths to improving the capabilities that youths have
when they finish schooling: more schooling,

or more learning per year of schooling
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Expected learning level for 12 years of quality education

There has been huge progress in schooling
attainment in developing countries.

However, in many countries, the pace at
which children master new learning per year
of schooling is just too shallow—such that
many children complete basic schooling
without achieving foundational learning.

Status quo in many
Foundational skills developing countries

To overcome this, educations systems need
to help children learn more each year.
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See also Crouch, Kaffenberger, & Savage, 2021.
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Most countries around the world have had fantastic success
In expanding access to schooling—but must make

further progress on learning

In the mid-20th century, the
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Despite great efforts worldwide to improve
education—and some notable successes—

most of the developing world is still experiencing
a severe learning crisis in which learning levels
are low and, in some cases, worsening.
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In many education systems, the proportion of schoolgoing children
who gain foundational learning is low—and stagnant or decreasing

In most countries, there has
been a massive expansion in
school enrolment...
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... buttrendsin education
guality have varied widely
across countries ...
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... such that large gains
in enrollment produce

mixed outcomes for learning.

Overall literacy rate (%)

among women
100 Vietham
_‘
80 ‘7 Average
60 ./.uganda
40
20
0

1950 1959 1969 1979 1989 1998

Year of birth

Source: Data extracted from Table 7 in Le Nestour, Moscoviz, & Sandefur, 2022.
Average is mean of country-level averages for 87 countries for which data were available.

In Vietham, both enrolment and
education quality increased, leading
to an increase in overall learning
levels (which were already high).

On average, enrolment increased
steeply, but education quality
declined, so the increase in overall
learning levels was much smaller than
the increase in enrolment.

In Uganda, both the enrolment gains
and the quality declines were steeper
than average, so the change in learning
levels was similar to the average.
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https://www.cgdev.org/publication/long-run-decline-education-quality-developing-world

In many countries, learning trajectories for foundational skills are

far too shallow, but dramatically superior performance is possible
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in Grade 5 among countries in the MICS6 dataset for which data were available for Grades 1-8.

BILL& MELINDA

RESEARCH ON IMPROVING

riseprogramme.org See also Glewwe et al., 2021 and Crouch, Rolleston, & Gustafsson, 2021. GATES foundation EEE_IE SVSTEMS OF EDUCATION


https://www.education-progress.org/en/articles/trajectories
https://doi.org/10.35489/BSG-RISE-WP_2021/078
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedudev.2020.102250

Five actions are needed to put
every country’s education system on a path

to universal early foundational learning
and subsequent educational goals.
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