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Types of Curriculum 
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What is 
assessed in 

the 
curriculum. 

We can take 
this as what 
is tested in 

examination
s like 

National 
Common 
Entrance 

Examination

Assessed 
Curriculum

All the 
changes 

occurred in 
the learners 
due to their 

school 
experience.   

Learned 
Curriculum

The actual
curricular 

content that 
students 

engage in 
the

classroom

Enacted 
Curriculum

A set of 
formal 

documents 
which specify 

what the 
relevant 
national 

education 
authorities 

and society 
expect that 

students will 
learn at 
school. 

Intended 
Curriculum



Goals for Teacher Orientation
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What is the SEC?
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Goals of the SEC



Why the SEC?
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SEC data – fully anonymized!
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How to use the SEC 
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How teachers were selected
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§ Oyo state, Jigawa state

§ 100 public primary schools, 
50 from each state

§ Schools were randomly 
selected

§ Two teachers per school –
Mathematics & English 
language



Choosing a Target class
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Teachers to select only ONE class to be the target class. All their survey 
responses will relate to this specific class 



Key questions addressed by the SEC
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Cognitive Demand & the SEC
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The quality of data we 
will get from teachers 
will heavily depend on 
how well they 
understand ‘Cognitive 
Demand’.



13



What makes these good lesson objectives?
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1. Students will be able to categorize types of animals into the correct classes with a 
graphic organizer after reading an article on animal traits.

2. By the end of the reading lesson, students will be able to identify the rising action, 
climax, and falling action on a plot diagram.

3. Students will be able to apply their knowledge of the writing process to a peer 
editing session in which they provide at least five peers with valid feedback.

4. After a lesson on the Pythagorean Theorem, students will be able to correctly solve 
at least 8 out of 10 geometry problems using the theorem.

5. Students will be able to evaluate their classmates’ arguments in a Socratic seminar 
by taking Cornell notes during each discussion.

6. Students will be able to accurately name the parts of a compass rose after learning 
a song about the cardinal directions.

7. After a lesson on place value, students will be able to estimate how many lemons 
they would need to start a lemonade stand during a class discussion. 

https://examples.yourdictionary.com/reference/examples/plot-of-a-story-examples.html


What is cognitive Demand? Crash course on 
Bloom’s Taxonomy
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Find your verb 
in Bloom’s 
Taxonomy. If it’s 
not there, change 
your objective. If it 
is there, see if you 
can move it up one 
level of complexity.

Students will be able to 
categorize types of 
animals into the correct 
classes with a graphic 
organizer after reading an 
article on animal 
traits.Student

https://tips.uark.edu/blooms-taxonomy-verb-chart/
https://tips.uark.edu/blooms-taxonomy-verb-chart/


What is Cognitive Demand?
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Why is it important?
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Cognitive Demand Categories for Mathematics
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Cognitive Demand Categories for English Language
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Groping for Activities  
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Activity1, Task1: Exploring Cognitive Demand - ELAR
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Activity1, Task2: Exploring Cognitive Demand - ELAR
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Activity1, Task3: Exploring Cognitive Demand - ELAR
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Activity2: Cognitive Demand Wheel – ELAR (45 mins)
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Activity3: Unwrapping Syllabus Standards – ELAR 
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§ Another activity you can do with teachers is to unwrap some 
performance objectives in the syllabus standard to determine 
the cognitive demand or performance expectation for 
students. 

§ This can build a common understanding around how syllabus 
standards are written with an inherent cognitive demand or 
performance expectation. 

§ So, how do you figure out what thinking level a standard is 
targeting?



Activity2: Unwrapping Assessment Items – ELAR
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§ Another activity you can do with teachers is to unwrap 
some assessment items to determine the cognitive demand 
or performance expectation for students. 

§ This can build a common understanding around how 
assessment items are developed with an inherent cognitive 
demand or performance expectation. 

§ So, how do you figure out what thinking level an 
assessment item is targeting?



Activity1, Task1: Exploring Cognitive Demand - Mathematics
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Activity1, Task2: Exploring Cognitive Demand - Mathematics
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Activity1, Task2: Exploring Cognitive Demand - Mathematics
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Activity2: Cognitive Demand Wheel – Mathematics (45 mins)
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Activity3: Unwrapping Syllabus Standards – Mathematics 
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§ Another activity you can do with teachers is to unwrap some 
performance objectives in the syllabus standard to determine 
the cognitive demand or performance expectation for 
students. 

§ This can build a common understanding around how syllabus 
standards are written with an inherent cognitive demand or 
performance expectation. 

§ So, how do you figure out what thinking level a standard is 
targeting?



Activity2: Unwrapping Assessment Items – Mathematics
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§ Another activity you can do with teachers is to unwrap 
some assessment items to determine the cognitive demand 
or performance expectation for students. 

§ This can build a common understanding around how 
assessment items are developed with an inherent cognitive 
demand or performance expectation. 

§ So, how do you figure out what thinking level an 
assessment item is targeting?



Survey organization
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Taxonomy
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Completing the survey – step 1
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Completing the survey – step 2
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Example: Primary & Supporting - Mathematics
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Objective: 
Identify the value of the number in the tens place, e.g., the 5 in 53 
represents 5 tens or 50.

Primary Expectation: The learners must Demonstrate Understanding of 
the mathematical idea of place value to be able to identify the correct 
number.

Supporting Expectation: The learners will perform the procedure of using 
place value charts and straws to represent number of days. 



Example: Primary & Supporting - ELAR
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